Smart Boater 

Project Summary:

Half of Canadians go boating at least once a year, many more often.  It was discovered during annual surveys conducted by the Canadian Safe Boating Council that less than half of these boaters have any real awareness of the basic safety precautions required to have a safe experience on the water.

This in part is the result of difficulty for boaters to obtain information themselves and the fact that many don’t even think that they need the information until it is too late. It is important to provide a platform for relevant boating safety information and expose the public to its availability through the media and other safety outreach efforts.  

Smart Boater has been created to increase the boater’s knowledge of key safe practices so they will understand the inherent risks, use safe boating procedures routinely and participate in making every boating experience safe and enjoyable, particularly as they relate to specific on water activities.  

Smart Boater is an initiative to develop a communications strategy designed to help change recreational boating behaviours on Canada’s waterways.  It will use a comprehensive web site to house and distribute boating safety materials and information and employ proactive outreach that will build on existing resources and communication channels. 
Basis of the information to be housed on the site: 

There is boating safety material already out there!  Throughout Canada, government agencies, boating safety organizations and many others have produced and are producing boating safety materials.  These rich resources will be leveraged and shared and be the first step in populating an accessible web site.  As material is collected, it will be reformatted as appropriate to communicate directly with the wide variety of boat/water users.  A second level of boating safety information will be the production of new materials, creatively produced and researched to be effective in changing behaviours on the water. 
There are three target audiences for delivery of the materials; the general public who recreate on Canada’s waterways, media who can deliver messaging to their audiences and volunteer and professional boating educators  who will use the materials to reach out to boaters with local boating safety programs.  

For the General Public the information available will be easy to find and enticing to watch and learn from. The website will be the perfect place to go to determine what is important to minimize risk while enjoying particular on the water activities.  And it can be accessed on demand.
For the media, an ongoing series of print and electronic messages, articles and PSA’s will be available for download and distribution.  The media will be expected to also direct their audience(s) to the web site for more information, thereby increasing the visitation, exposure and effectiveness.
For boating safety educators, a special area on the web site will provide a ‘one stop shop’ for safety outreach tools.  The compilation of existing materials currently in use by agencies and organizations across the country and the collection of newly created materials will be catalogued and formatted in a way to allow easy identification and downloading.  Additionally, ideas for lesson plans, creation of power points and techniques on how to deliver the information will also be included in the site.  

To aid in streaming the material into relevant categories for a variety of water users, partnerships will be forged with interest groups like anglers, water-skiers, hunters, kayakers, etc to ensure the messaging is properly crafted and targeted.
It is expected that over time the Smart Boater website will become the one place boaters of all stripes will go to get interesting and entertaining boating safety information, media will use as an ongoing resource and volunteer boating safety educators will depend on to be their one stop shop for outreach materials.  The result will be better informed boaters on Canadian waters, a safer boating environment and a reduction of boating incidents.

